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[bookmark: OLE_LINK9]ULU 527 Contemporary Issues in World Politics 
by Prof Dr Haldun YALÇINKAYA haldun@etu.edu.tr

Summer 2025 
Online dates 5 May - 16 May 2025
In-person dates in Bodrum 26-30 May 2025
Paper Submission date 4 July 2025
 
Objectives
The aim of this course is to introduce the students to the main issues and current debates in world politics. Focusing on the processes of globalization and global governance on the one hand and the discussion on the collapse of the liberal international order on the other, the course will cover old and new actors, issues of war and peace, and cooperation and conflict in world politics as well as current debates shaping regional security agenda. 
The course is at the Master’s level. Moreover, undergraduate students can take the course provided that they have at least a 3.00 GPA as well as the necessary English language level (B1).
The course is mainly for International Relations, Political Science, International Security, and other Social Science programs. Yet, there is not any prerequisite so any student from any program can take the course. 

Assistant 
Ms.Gaye Solmaz’s e-mail address Gayesolmaz2018@gmail.com 

Content
Courses: 21 hours online and 21 hours in person
ONLINE SESSIONS
	[bookmark: _Hlk197348061]Date
	ZOOM Link
19.30 in Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria
18.30 in Germany, Lithuania
	Subject and Readings

	5 May 2025
	https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86735018211
	Introduction
Prof Dr Haldun Yalçınkaya – Prof Dr Özlem Tür

	7 May 2025
	https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81114794692 
	US Foreign Policy
Prof Dr Şaban Kardaş

	Snow, D. M., & Brown, E. (2004). United States Foreign Policy: Politics Beyond the Water's Edge (pp. 10-17). Wadsworth Publishing.
Hook, S. W., & Spainer, J. W. (2018). American Foreign Policy Since World War II (pp. 1-20). CQ Press.

Mead, W. R. (2005). Power, Terror, Peace, and War: America's Grand Strategy in a World at Risk (pp. 286-330). Random House USA Inc.

	[bookmark: _Hlk196475190]9 May 2025


	https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89404826644 
	Global Reverse Transformation in Economic and Political Systems: Exploring Structure, Agency, and Interactions
Kadir Aydın Gündüz

	Diamond, L. (2021). Democratic regression in comparative perspective: Scope, methods, and causes. Democratization, 28(1), 22–42. https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2020.1807517
Öniş, Z., & Kutlay, M. (2020). Reverse transformation? Global shifts, the core-periphery divide and the future of the EU. Journal of Contemporary European Studies, 28(2), 197–215. https://doi.org/10.1080/14782804.2019.1708280
Tolstrup, J. (2013). When can external actors influence democratization? Leverage, linkages, and gatekeeper elites. Democratization, 20(4), 716–742. https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2012.666066

	[bookmark: _Hlk196579928]11 May 2025
	https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83053628030 
	Conflict and Cooperation in the Balkans
Birgül DEMİRTAŞ

	Zweers W. et al. (2025), Security and Stability Scenarios for the Western Balkans Are the EU, NATO and the Netherlands Prepared?, Clingendael Report, https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/Clingendael_Security_and_Stability_Scenarios_for_the_Western_Balkans.pdf 

Tahirovic, M. (2024), The Main Security Challenges and Threats in the Western Balkans and Possible Model for Solving Them in the Process of European Integration, Studies in European Affairs, https://journalse.com/pliki/pw/3-2024-Tahirovic.pdf

Tzifakis, N. et al. (2021),” Geopolitically irrelevant in its ‘inner courtyard’ The EU amidst third actors in the Western Balkans?”, BIEPAG, 2021, https://balkanfund.org/pubs/uploads/Geopolitically_irrelevant_in_its.pdf
Demirtaş, B. (2024). “Á la carte Global Order and Regional Powers: A Comparative Analysis of Turkish and Serbian Attitudes towards the Russian War in Ukraine”, Dusan Prorokovic, Paolo Sellari, Rich Mifsud (der.), Global Security and International Relations After the Escalation of the Ukrainian Crisis (Küresel güvenlik ve Uİ: Ukrayna krizinin tırmanmasının ardından, IIPE, Belgrade, 2024, p. 342-357.
Vuskanovic, V. (2023). “So Similar, Yet So Different: Russia and Turkey in the Western Balkans – The Case of Serbia”, Uluslararası İlişkiler – International Relations, Vol. 20, No 79, p. 105-122, https://dergipark.org.tr/en/download/article-file/3156575
Yılmaz, G. (2024), "The End of a Fairytale, the Start of a New Era? The EU and China in the Western Balkans", Transatlantic Policy Quarterly, Vol 23, No. 1, p. 76-89.

	[bookmark: _Hlk196580405]13 May 2025
	https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86532809454 
	Globalization vs. Glocalization: A Critical Geopolitical Analysis
Mustafa Serdar Palabıyık

	Tuathail, G. O. & Dalby, S. (1998). Introduction - Rethinking Geopolitics: Towards a Critical Geopolitics. In G. O. Tuathail, & S. Dalby (Eds.), Rethinking Geopolitics (pp. 1-15). London and New York: Routledge.

Agnew, J. (2006). Globalization has a home address: The Geopolitics of Globalization. In D. Conway & N. Heynen (Eds.), Globalization's Contradictions: Geographies of Discipline, Destruction and Transformation (pp. 127-143). London and New York: Routledge.

Dalby, S. (2020). Geopolitics and Globalization. In Anthropocene Geopolitics: 
Globalization, Security, Sustainability (pp. 131-149). Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press.

Roudometof, V. (2016). What Is Glocalization?. In Glocalization: A Critical Introduction (pp.1-19). London and New York: Routledge.

Dodds, K. (2005). Anti-Geopolitics and Globalization of Dissent. In Global Geopolitics: A Critical Introduction (pp.172-197). London and New York: Pearson/Prentice Hall.



	[bookmark: _Hlk196580545]15 May 2025
	https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83130095692 
	Migration Governance and Diplomacy in a Globalizing World
Prof Dr Deniz Ş. Sert

	⁠ Adamson, F. B. & Tsourapas, G. (2019). Migration Diplomacy in World Politics. International Studies Perspectives, 20, 113-128. https://doi.org/10.1093/isp/eky015 

Pécoud, A. (2021). Philosophies of migration governance in a globalizing world. Globalizations, 18(1), 103-119. https://doi.org/10.1080/14747731.2020.1774316

	[bookmark: _Hlk196581284][bookmark: _Hlk196581018]16 May 2025
	https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86812010735 
	Russia as a Great Power: Understanding Russian Geopolitics 
Prof Dr Mitat Çelikpala

	Andrei Kolesnikov, “The End of the Russian Idea: What It Will Take to Break Putinism’s Grip,” Foreign Affairs, September/October 2023, https://www.foreignaffairs.com/russian-federation/vladimir-putin-end-russian-idea

Ellman, M. (2023). Russia as a Great Power: From 1815 to the Present Day Part I. Journal of Institutional Economics, 19(1), 1-17. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1744137422000273

Ellman, M. (2023). Russia as a Great Power: From 1815 to the Present Day Part II. Journal of Institutional Economics, 19(2), 159-174. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1744137422000388

Kotkin, S. (2016). Russia’s Perpetual Geopolitics: Putin Returns to the Historical Pattern. Foreign Affairs, 95(3), 2-9, https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/ukraine/2016-04-18/russias-perpetual-geopolitics.




IN-PERSON SESSIONS
	Date
	In-Person
	Subject and Readings

	26 May 2025
Monday
	In-person
	1. Security Challenges of the 21st Century
2. Old and New Wars 
Prof Dr Haldun Yalçınkaya

	1. Baldwin, D. (1997). The Concept of Security. Review of International Studies, 23(1), 5-26.
Wæver, O. & Buzan, B. (2007). After the Return to Theory: The Past, Present, and Future of Security Studies. In Collins, A. (Ed.), Contemporary Security Studies (pp. 383-402). Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Walt, S. M. (1991). The Renaissance of Security Studies. International Studies Quarterly, 35(2), 211-239.

2. Fleming, C. M. (2009). New or Old Wars? Debating a Clausewitzian Future. Journal of Strategic Studies, 32(2), 213-241.

[The University of Chicago]. (2015, September 25). Why is Ukraine the West's Fault? Featuring John Mearsheimer[Video]. Youtube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JrMiSQAGOS4

Walt, S. M. (2022, March 8). An International Relations Theory Guide to the War in Ukraine. Foreign Policy. https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/03/08/an-international-relations-theory-guide-to-ukraines-war/ 

	27 May 2025
Tuesday
	In-person
	Middle East in World Politics – Changing Regional Dynamics
Prof Dr Özlem Tür

	Jägerskog, A., Schulz, M., & Swain, A. (Eds.). (2019). Routledge Handbook on Middle East Security. Routledge.
· Jägerskog, A., Schulz, M., & Swain, A. (2019). Perspectives on Middle East Security: An introduction. In Jägerskog, A., Schulz, M., & Swain, A. (Eds.), Routledge Handbook on Middle East Security (pp. 3-11). Routledge.
· Atarodi, A. (2019). Shifts in the Global Political and Economic Landscape and Consequences for the Middle East and North Africa. In Jägerskog, A., Schulz, M., & Swain, A. (Eds.), Routledge Handbook on Middle East Security (pp. 16-32). Routledge.
· Brynen, R. (2019). Democracy and Security in the post-Arab Spring Middle East. In Jägerskog, A., Schulz, M., & Swain, A. (Eds.), Routledge Handbook on Middle East Security (pp. 303-315). Routledge.

Akbarzadeh, S. (Ed.). (2019). Routledge Handbook of International Relations in the Middle East. Routledge.
· Juneau, T., Lobell, S. E., Ripsmann, N. M., & Rubin, L. P. (2019). Neoclassical Realism: Domestic Politics, Systemic Pressures, and the Impact on Foreign Policy since the Arab Spring. In Akbarzadeh, S. (Ed.). (2019). Routledge Handbook of International Relations in the Middle East (pp. 8-22). Routledge.
· Hinnebusch, R. (2019). The Arab Uprising and Regional Power Struggle. In Akbarzadeh, S. (Ed.). (2019). Routledge Handbook of International Relations in the Middle East (pp. 110-124). Routledge.

	[bookmark: _Hlk196589110]28 May 2025
Wednesday
	In-person
	Indo-Pacific Geopolitics
Assoc Prof Dr Bahadır Pehlivantürk

	⁠“International Relations in Asia: Grappling with Complexities” in Shambaugh, D. (Ed.). (2022). International relations of Asia. Rowman & Littlefield. Chapter 1.

Samuel S. Kim, “The Evolving Asian System: Three Transformations”, in Shambaugh, D. (Ed.). (2022). International relations of Asia. Rowman & Littlefield.  Chapter 2. 

Satake, T. & Sahashi, R. (2021). The Rise of China and Japan’s ‘Vision’ for Free and Open Indo-Pacific. Journal of Contemporary China, 30(127), 18-35. https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2020.1766907 

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]29 May 2025
Thursday
	In-person
	Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Weapons: Past, Present, Future
Philipp C. Bleek

	John P. Caves, Jr. and W. Seth Carus, “The Future of Weapons of Mass Destruction: An Update” National Intelligence Press, February 2021. Note: Only read executive summary, pages 5-7 (6-8 in PDF file), skim or read remainder of document as it interests you. 

Tutorial: Nuclear 101, Nuclear Threat Initiative/James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, undated, Overview | Nuclear Threat Initiative

Tutorial: Chemical Weapons Nonproliferation, Nuclear Threat Initiative/James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, undated, https://tutorials.nti.org/chemical-weapons-nonproliferation/ 

Tutorial: Biological Weapons Nonproliferation, Nuclear Threat Initiative/James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, undated, Introduction | Nuclear Threat Initiative.

Tutorial: Missiles and Other WMD Delivery Systems, Nuclear Threat Initiative/James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, undated, Introduction | Nuclear Threat Initiative

Zachary Kallenborn and Philipp C. Bleek, “Drones of Mass Destruction: Drone Swarms and the Future of Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological Weapons” February 2019, https://warontherocks.com/2019/02/drones-of-mass-destruction-drone-swarms-and-the-future-of-nuclear-chemical-and-biological-weapons/. 


	30 May 2025
Friday
	In-person
	Changing Paradigm in World EconoPolitics
Ambassador (R) Cengiz Kamil FIRAT

	Eric Helleiner, “Legacies and Innovations in Global Economic Governance Since Bretton Woods” Review of International Political Economy, 2019. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09692290.2019.1635513 
Craig Van Grasstek, The History and Future of the World Trade Organization, World Trade Organization, 2013. https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/historywto_e.pdf 
Leslie Vinjamuri, Charles A. Kupchan, et al. Competing Visions of International Order, Chatham House, March 2025 https://www.chathamhouse.org/2025/03/competing-visions-international-order/13-envisioning-future-international-order 
Optional Reading List
Gilpin, Robert (2001), Global Political Economy: Understanding the International Economic Order, Princeton.
Salvador Santino F. Regilme Jr. & James Parisot (editors), American Hegemony and the Rise of Emerging Powers: Cooperation or Conflict?” Editors:, Routledge, 2018
Matthew C. Klein and Michael Pettis, Trade Wars Are Class Wars: How Rising Inequality Distorts the Global Economy and Threatens International Peace, Yale University Press, 2020

	4 July 2025
	ZOOM LINK
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86843325685  
19.30 in Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria 
18.30 in Germany, Lithuania
	Discussion and Revising the Research Papers
Prof Dr Haldun Yalçınkaya





Assessment

The assessment of the term is as follows:
	Attendance
	25%

	Participation/Quiz exams/Homework 
	25%

	Research Paper and Presentation
	50%


Students who fail to fulfil ECTS requirements will be given a signed document showing their participation.
[bookmark: _15m3b1yewn1w]GUIDELINE FOR ULU527 FINAL ASSIGNMENT

For the Final Exam, each student will choose a subject on contemporary issues in World Politics and, with approval of the subjects and, subsequently, the content by the lecturer, you will need to submit a research paper and a video recording of yourself presenting this paper. The research paper and presentation will constitute 50% of your total grade. The submission date will be no later than July 4, 2023. 


Research Paper
Once you choose your main subject/week from the syllabus of Contemporary Issues in World Politics, you should decide on a unique subtopic of yours that is related to the chosen subject. Each and every student should choose one subtopic and get approval from Prof.Dr.Haldun Yalçınkaya during the in-person sessions in Bodrum. The deadline for the subtopic approvals is 29 May 2025. 

Word limit for the research paper is 1000 words (-250, +500). Additionally, a 100-word abstract and a bibliography are required. You should add at least 10 sources to the bibliography which must include at least 5 of them from required readings on the syllabus (you should use outside sources as well).

Academic writing rules must be followed strictly. Please follow the guidelines of the Journal of International Relations for academic writing and referencing.
The link to the guidelines: https://www.ir-journal.com/for-authors/guidelines 

Presentation Video
Each student should submit a 5-7 minutes video recording where you present your research. No PowerPoint is required, a verbal presentation is adequate.

Submission of the papers and video recordings
Please send your research papers and video recordings to the teaching assistant Ms.Gaye Solmaz’s  e-mail address Gayesolmaz2018@gmail.com before the deadline.

Please edit your file names in Surname_Name_Title format.

!!! Plagiarism
Plagiarism is not expected and we care about it. If you take any text or idea from somebody else, you must make it clear the text is being quoted and where the text comes from. You must also cite any sources from which you obtain numbers, ideas, or other material. Use of ChatGPT or other AI composition software is not permitted. If you have any questions about what does or does not constitute plagiarism, do not hesitate to send an email message to the lecturer. Please note that your own sentences are so valuable.





--- BODRUM DAILY PROGRAM ---
	25 MAY 2025 – SUNDAY Location: Serpina Hotel 

	ALL DAY 
	Arrivals and CHECK-Ins to Serpina Hotel

	 26 MAY 2025 – MONDAY                                                             Location: Institute of Nautical Archeology (tbc)

	09.00-09.50
	Haldun Yalçınkaya

Security Challenge of the 21st Century 

Old and New Wars

	10.00-10.50
	

	11.00-11.50
	

	12.00-12.50
	

	13.00
	Transfer to Serpina Hotel

	14.30-17.00
	Bodrum Museum of Underwater Archaeology
(Please take the print out of your ERASMUS Learning/Teaching/Training Agreement
for FREE PASS)

	   27 MAY 2025– TUESDAY                                                               Location: Institute of Nautical Archeology (tbc)

	09.00-09.50
	Özlem TÜR

Middle East in World Politics – Changing Regional Dynamics


	10.00-10.50
	

	11.00-11.50
	

	12.00-12.50
	

	13.00
	Transfer to Serpina Hotel

	 28 MAY 2025 – WEDNESDAY                                                                    Location: BODTO                                                                         

	09.00-09.50
	Mitat Çelikpala

Russia as a Great Power: Understanding Russian Geopolitics


	10.00-10.50
	

	11.00-11.50
	

	12.00-12.50
	

	13.00
	Transfer to Serpina Hotel

	 29 MAY 2025 – THURSDAY                                                                      Location: VERONA-Bitez      

	09.00-09.50
	Philipp Bleek

Disarmament in the Past and Present


	10.00-10.50
	

	11.00-11.50
	

	12.00-12.50
	

	13.00
	Transfer to Serpina Hotel

	19.00-21.00
	GALA Cocktail at Serpina Hotel Lobby Cafe

	  30 MAY 2025 – FRIDAY                                                                                     Location: BODTO             

	09.00-09.50
	Cengiz Kamil Fırat

Changing Paradigm in world EconoPolitics


	10.00-10.50
	

	11.00-11.50
	

	12.00-12.50
	

	13.00 – 13.50
	Haldun Yalçınkaya
Closing Discussion

	13.50
	Transfer to Serpina Hotel

	VENUES

	BODTO
	Konacık, Ataturk Blv., 48400 Bodrum, Mugla 
Google Map Link
https://goo.gl/maps/bcJGvoWbCzZczcMp9?coh=178572&entry=tt

	TRAFO
	Carsi, Dr. Alim Bey Cd. No:4 Bodrum, Mugla
Google Map Link
https://goo.gl/maps/LyXStqQkA9qzLAsm9?coh=178572&entry=tt

	Institute of Nautical Archeology
	Türkkuyusu, Barbaros Hayrettin Paşa Cd. No:5, 48400 Bodrum/Muğla 
Google Map Link
https://maps.app.goo.gl/vq2iMvASrxyc1FKy9 

	VERONA-Bitez
	Bitez, Uzuntaşlı Kuyu Cd. No:32/3, 48400 Bodrum/Muğla 
Google Map Link
https://maps.app.goo.gl/QSJRz2k7wa6Qd9Co6 

	Bodrum Museum
Of Underwater
Archeology 
	Çarşı Mh., 48400 Bodrum/Muğla (located in: Bodrum Castle)
Google Map Link
https://maps.app.goo.gl/wx823HV8bvb76Lqj8 






SHUTTLE BUS SCHEDULE
	26.05.2025 MONDAY

	Time
	Departure
	Arrival

	08:30
	Serpina Hotel
	Institute of Nautical Archeology (tbc)

	13:00
	Institute of Nautical Archeology (tbc)
	Serpina Hotel

	14:30
	Serpina Hotel
	Bodrum Museum of Underwater
Archaeology*

	27.05.2025 TUESDAY

	Time
	Departure
	Arrival

	08:30
	Serpina Hotel
	Institute of Nautical Archeology (tbc)

	13:00
	Institute of Nautical Archeology (tbc)
	Serpina Hotel

	28.05.2025 WEDNESDAY

	Time
	Departure
	Arrival

	08:45
	Serpina Hotel
	BODTO

	13:00
	BODTO 
	Serpina Hotel

	29.05.2025 THURSDAY

	Time
	Departure
	Arrival

	08:30
	Serpina Hotel
	VERONA-Bitez

	13:00
	VERONA-Bitez
	Serpina Hotel

	30.05.2025 FRIDAY

	Time
	Departure
	Arrival

	08:30
	Serpina Hotel
	BODTO 

	13:50
	BODTO 
	Serpina Hotel


* The students/participants will have a free tour in the Museum and a walking tour in Bodrum town individually.



LECTURERS (in order of appearance)
[image: ]
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PROF. HALDUN YALGINKAYA

Haldun Yalginkaya is the chair of the Department of Political Science
and International Relations at TOBB Economics and Technology
University in Ankara / Turkey. Professor Yalginkaya has been
conducting research on Foreign Terrorist Fighters of DAESH and
Countering Violent Extremism since 2014 and serving as an academic
advisor for the different activities of the NATO Center of Excellence
Defence Against Terrorism since 2019. He graduated from Kuleli
Military High School and later Turkish Military Academy. During his
military service as an officer, he completed his post-graduate studies
in International Relations at istanbul University. Dr.Yalginkaya studied
“peacekeeping” at MA level and “transformation of war” at Ph.D. level.
After earning his Ph.D. degree, he had post-doctoral Research and
joined the Changing Character of War Project in Oxford University
between 2009-2010. Furthermore, during his military service, he served
in Afghanistan in 2005. He published four books on war and terrorism
issues and several academic articles/book chapters on International
Security issues focusing on new actors of the battlefields as well as
terrorism. After serving more than ten years at Turkish Military
Academy he has been Professor in International Relations at TOBB
University of Economics and Technology since 2013, as well as the
coordinator of Bodrum+ Institute
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PROF. OZLEM TUR

Dr. Ozlem Tir is Professor of International Relations at Middle East
Technical University, Ankara, Tirkiye. Her main expertise include
Turkey’s relations with the Middle East (especially Syria, Israel and
Lebanon), the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Feminist IR. Her publications
include Turkey-Syria Relations - Between Enmity and Amity (London:
Ashgate, 2013, co-edited with Raymond Hinnebusch); “Turkey and
Israel in the 2000s” (Israel Studies, 2012); “Political Economy of Turkey’s
Relations with the Middle East” (Turkish Studies, 2011). -“Turkey’s Role
in Middle East and Gulf Security”, (Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and
Islamic Studies, 2019), “Turkey and Egypt in the Yemen Crisis” in
Stephen W. Day and Noel Brehony (eds.), Global, Regional and Local
Dynamics in the Yemen Crisis, (Switzerland: Palgrave-Macmillan,), 2020
and “Political Economy of the Arab States - Whither any Change?” in
Youssef Cherif (ed.), the Modern Arab State - A Decade of Uprisings in
the Middle East and North Africa, 2021.
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PROF. SABAN KARDAS

Dr. Saban Kardas is a research professor at the Gulf Studies Center at
Qatar University. He has published articles and book chapters on
Turkish domestic and foreign policies, energy policies and international
security and has been an occasional contributor to international
media. He has taught classes at Diplomacy Academy, Sakarya
University, Police Academy, Military Academy, and TOBB University of
Economics and Technology from where he is currently on academic
leave. He received his doctoral degree in political science from the
University of Utah. Dr. Kardas also holds a master’s degree in
international relations from the Middle East Technical University in
Ankara, and a second master’s degree in European Studies from the
Center for European Integration Studies in Bonn, Germany.
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ASSIST. PROF,,
K.AYDIN GUNDUZ

Dr. K. Aydin Gunduz is an Assistant Professor of Political Science and
International Relations at TOBB University of Economics and
Technology, Ankara, Turkey. He earned his Ph.D. in Political Science
and International Relations from Koc University, Turkey in 2017. He has
been teaching methodology and comparative politics classes at TOBB
ETU since 2018. His research interests lie primarily in the areas of
institutional change in political systems, comparative studies of
democratization and autocratization, political behavior in hybrid
regimes, and Turkish politics. His works have been featured in various
academic journals, including Policy and Society, Public Administration
and Development, and Southeast European and Black Sea Studies.
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PROF.DR BİRGÜL DEMİRTAŞ  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



Birgül Demirtaş is professor of International Relations. She has received her 



BA in Political Science and International Relations from Boğaziçi University; 



MA in International Relations from Bilkent University; Ph.D. in Political 



Science from Free University Berlin, 2005. She has worked at Başkent 



University, TOBB University of Economics and Technology and Turkish-



German University. She is currently editor-in-chief of the Turkish Journal of 



Diaspora Studies and an adjunct lecturer at TED University and Ankara 



Science University. Her studies concentrate on Turkish foreign policy, 



German foreign policy, EU foreign policy, Balkans, and city diplomacy. She 



was the assistant editor of the academic peer-review Journal of SSCI-



indexed Uluslararası İlişkiler (International Relations) between 2004-2018 



and was its managing editor between 2019-2021. In addition, she was the 



assistant editor of the journal of Perceptions and academic advisor of the 



Center for Strategic Research of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs between 



2014-2018. She has also articles published in Turkish Studies, Southeast 



European and Black Sea Studies, Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, 



Middle East Policy, Iran and the Caucasus, Internationale Politik, Femina 



Politica, WeltTrends, and Turkish  Yearbook of International Relations. She 



speaks English and German. 



 










 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROF.DR BİRGÜL DEMİRTAŞ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birgül Demirtaş

 is professor of International Relations. She has received her 

BA in Political Science and International Relations from Boğaziçi University; 

MA in International Relations from Bilkent University; Ph.D. in Political 

Science from 

Free University Berlin

, 2005. She has worked at Başkent 

University, TOBB University of Economics and Technology and Turkish-

German University. She is currently editor-in-chief of the 

Turkish Journal of 

Diaspora Studies

 and an adjunct lecturer at TED University and Ankara 

Science University. Her studies concentrate on Turkish foreign policy, 

German foreign policy, EU foreign policy, Balkans, and city diplomacy. She 

was the assistant editor of the academic peer-review Journal of 

SSCI-

indexed

 

Uluslararası İlişkiler

 (

International Relations

) between 2004-2018 

and was its managing editor between 2019-2021. In addition, she was the 

assistant editor of the journal of 

Perceptions

 and academic advisor of the 
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Bahadır Pehlivantürk completed his undergraduate and master's degrees 
at Middle East Technical University (METU) and earned his Ph.D. in 
Japan at Kyoto University. He is currently a faculty member in the 
Department of Political Science and International Relations at TOBB 
University of Economics and Technology. During the 2019-20 academic 
year, he was a Japan Foundation researcher at Kobe University for one 
year. He has taught undergraduate and graduate courses at various 
universities on topics such as Asia-Pacific International Relations, 
Japanese Foreign Policy, IR Theories, and International Organizations. 
His main research interests include Turkish-Japanese Relations, Japan's 
Security Policies, and Japan's Foreign Aid and Development Cooperation. 
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Deniz Sert is a Professor at the Department of International Relations,
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protection, and was the board member of the Strategic Research and
Study Center (SAREM), Turkish General Staff (2005-2011); Academic
Adviser to the Center for Strategic Research (SAM), Turkish Foreign
Ministry (2002-2010) and Caspian Strategy Institute, Istanbul Turkey
(2012-2013). He was a Senior Associate Member at St Antony’s College,
Oxford University, UK (2005-2006). He has written for several
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Dr.Philipp C. Bleek is Professor in the Nonproliferation and Terrorism 
Studies program at the Middlebury Institute of International Studies at 
Monterey. He also serves as Fellow at both the James Martin Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies and Center on Terrorism, Extremism, and 
Counterterrorism and Co-Coordinator of the Cyber Collaborative. Dr. 
Bleek works on the causes, consequences, and amelioration of chemical, 
biological, radiological, and nuclear weapons threats, from both state 
and non-state actors, at the intersection of academia, non-governmental 
organizations, and government. In 2012-13, he took a leave from his 
faculty appointment to serve in the administration of U.S. President 
Barack Obama, as Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Nuclear, Chemical and Biological Defense Programs. 
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Cengiz Kamil Fırat, born in Mexico City in 1970, is a retired Turkish 
Ambassador with a distinguished diplomatic career spanning over three 
decades. He completed his undergraduate studies at the University of 
Buckingham and earned his master's degree from the College of Europe 
in Brugge. Joining the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1993, 
Ambassador Fırat served in various key positions in Ankara, including the 
Research and Development Department, the NATO Department, the EU 
Department, and as Deputy Director General in the Economic Affairs 
Department. His overseas assignments included posts at the Turkish 
Delegation to the EU in Brussels, the Turkish Embassy in Algiers, the 
Turkish Delegation to the OECD in Paris, and the Turkish Embassies in 
Stockholm, Bishkek (as Ambassador), and Warsaw (as Ambassador). 
Ambassador Fırat retired in 2024.  










 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMBASSADOR (R) 

CENGİZ KAMİL FIRAT 

 

 

 

Cengiz Kamil Fırat, born in Mexico City in 1970, is a retired Turkish 

Ambassador with a distinguished diplomatic career spanning over three 

decades. He completed his undergraduate studies at the University of 

Buckingham and earned his master's degree from the College of Europe 

in Brugge. Joining the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1993, 

Ambassador Fırat served in various key positions in Ankara, including the 

Research and Development Department, the NATO Department, the EU 

Department, and as Deputy Director General in the Economic Affairs 

Department. His overseas assignments included posts at the Turkish 

Delegation to the EU in Brussels, the Turkish Embassy in Algiers, the 

Turkish Delegation to the OECD in Paris, and the Turkish Embassies in 

Stockholm, Bishkek (as Ambassador), and Warsaw (as Ambassador). 

Ambassador Fırat retired in 2024.  


